
















































various types is shown in Table IX. The most common 
type was primary generalized grand mal, incidence 14.8, 
the next most common partial complex epilepsy, 
incidence 11.3 in 100,000 per annum. On the prevalence 
day, 31st December 1980, 333 persons were suffering 
from epilepsy (176 males and 157 females) in the 
population af 43,609. This is a prevalence of 763 in 
100,000 (95% confidence limits 678.8 - 862.0). The 
most common type of epilepsy was primary generalized 
epilepsy, prevalence 291 and the next most common, 
partial complex epilepsy, prevalence 315 in 100,000. 
The prevalence of the other types of epilepsy is shown in 
Table X. It is concluded that during the period 1970-
1980 a total of 194 persons contracted epilepsy, and on 
the prevalence day 31st December 1980, 333 persons on 
the Faroes had active epilepsy. It is concluded that epi­
lepsy is a numerically important disease on the Faroes. 

One link in the research into the incidence of the 
above-mentioned diseases was the perusal of all medical 

certificates concerning applications for disability 
pension and early retirement pension from the period 
1939-75. 6,200 medical certificates issued during that 
period were perused and the neurological diseases recor­
ded. It was found that about 30-50 persons in 100,000 of 
the population are awarded disability pension or early 
retirement pension per annum because of neurological 
<liseases. These diseases are listed. It is stated among 
other things that chronic encephalitis and sequelae to 
acute poliomyelitis were no longer found as causes of 
disability during the latter part of the study period in 
which cerebrovascular diseases were the most important 
cause af disability. It was noted also that Parkinson's 
disease, as a cause of disability, increased relatively 
from the period 1939-49 to the period 1970-75. It is 
concluded that neurological diseases were numerically 
important causes of disability in the Faroese population 
during the period in question. 
















