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Abstract 

The knowledge on hydrography and productivity in Faroese fjords is 
scattered with a lot of grey literature and datasets that have not been published. 
In this compilation of work on Faroese fjords and straits an attempt has been 
made to summarize the existing knowledge with emphasis on the pelagic food 
web from hydrographic settings to fish. This overview is primarily based on 
searches in Google Scholar, publication lists from Havstovan and Firum and a 
literature list compiled by Eyðfinn Magnussen, in connection with the activity of 
the working group “Firðir and dálking”. This paper is divided into two parts, 
starting with a description of the knowledge on Faroese fjords with emphasis on 
the pelagic food web, from geographic settings and hydrography to fish. 
Regarding zooplankton in fjords there is existing data but to our knowledge there 
are no published reports or papers, thus some data analysis and visualization has 
been conducted. The last part of this paper is a bibliography of research in 
Faroese fjords and straits encompassing a broad range of scientific fields 
relevant to the ecology of Faroese fjords and straits including the benthic 
environment, birds and mammals. The literature is grouped according to its 
respective field of study and DOI or link to webpages are included when 
available. 

Úrtak 

Vitanin um føroyskar firðir og sund er savnað á nógvum ymiskum stovnum, 
er spjødd og nógv tilfar er ongantíð útgivið. Við hesum yvirliti er ein roynd gjørd 
at taka saman um tað tilfar sum finst um føroyskar firðir við serligum denti á 
pelagisku føðiketuna frá hydrografiskum viðurskiftum til fisk. Yvirlitið byggir 
fyrst og fremst á leitingar í Google Scholar, útgávulistar frá Firum og Havstovuni 
og á eitt yvirlit, sum Eyðfinn Magnussen hevur sett saman í sambandi við 
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arbeiðið hjá arbeiðsbólkinum “Firðir og dálking”. Greinin er býtt í tveir partar. 
Fyrri partur lýsir verandi vitan um føroyskar firðir, har dentur er lagdur á 
pelagisku føðiketuna. Viðvíkjandi djóraæti í firðum finnast dátur, men okkum 
vitandi eru ongar útgivnar frágreiðingar ella vísindaligar greinar um hetta. Tí 
hava vit viðgjørt dátur og gjørt grafar um djóraæti á firðum. Viðgerðin av hinum 
evnunum byggir á útgivnar frágreiðingar og greinar. Annar partur av greinini er 
ein listi við útgivnum tilfari, sum fevnir breitt um evni, sum hava týdning fyri 
vistfrøðina í firðum og sundum, herundir botnviðurskifti, fuglar og súgdjór. Í 
listanum eru greinar og frágreiðingar bólkaðar í evni og DOI ella leinki til 
heimasíðu eru tikin við, har tey eru tøk. 

 

Keywords: Fjord, strait, hydrography, phytoplankton, zooplankton, literature 
overview.  
Lyklaorð: Firðir, sund, hydrografi, plantuæti, djóraæti, heimildayvirlit. 

Introduction  

The Faroe Islands archipelago consists of 18 islands, separated by straits, and 
indented by numerous fjords and bays. The fjords are typically long and narrow 
with steep slopes, but they vary in their connection to the open sea. Some fjords 
have a sill at the mouth that restricts water exchange leading to limited renewal 
of bottom water during summer, while others open directly to the surrounding 
water and therefore experience more efficient circulation and exchanges. The 
longest fjord in the Faroe Islands is Skálafjørður. It stretches about 14km into the 
island of Eysturoy and has a shallow sill at the mouth. In general, tidal currents 
in the straits separating the islands are strong (Fig. 1), but the longest strait 
between the two main islands, Streymoy and Eysturoy (Sundalagið) is 
characterized by weaker currents (Hansen 1990), and in its northern section the 
hydrographic conditions are periodically more fjord-like (Erenbjerg et al. 2021).  

The short description below does not aim to provide an exhaustive review of 
all available work in Faroese fjords and straits but instead focuses on the current 
state of knowledge with primary focus on the pelagic food web from 
hydrographic settings to fish.  
 

 



 

50 
 

Fróðskaparrit 72. bók 2026 

 
Figure 1: Barotropic currents from the model FarCoast version 1, the strong tidally 
induced currents 0.3 ms-1 are visible as red colours. The fjords and the longest strait 
of Sundalagið are more quiescent (Erenbjerg et al 2020). 

Benthic environment 

There is no detailed mapping of sediment types in the inner coastal area. 
However, sediment samples collected in connection to the seabed monitoring of 
aquaculture show that the samples are broadly classified as clay/mud or 
sand/gravel, with both groups equally abundant. In general sediment is coarser 
where currents are strong while weak currents allow fine sediment to settle. 
Sandy sediments support more diverse and richer macrofauna communities 
than muddy sediments (Mortensen et al. 2021) and the general macrofauna 
diversity at reference sites in Faroese fjords resembles the diversity in 
Norwegian fjords, while it is lower than in Denmark, Sweden and Great Britain 
(Mortensen et al. 2020).  

Investigations of the marine benthic macrofauna of the Faroese fishery 
territory are conducted in two large projects. BioFar was conducted from 1987 
to 1993 and focused on bottom depths greater than 100m while the following 
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project BioFar II focused on depths shallower than 100m. From 1994 to 1999 
benthic flora and fauna was sampled at 872 stations, many of which were in 
fjords and sounds (Sørensen et al. 2001).  

A substantial body of literature, especially from the first BioFar project was 
produced and is listed in Tendal et al. (2004). In total 138 scientific publications 
reports and book chapter are listed, 3 PhD thesis and 8 master theses. In 
addition, Bruntse and Tendal (2001) compiled a bibliography of scientific 
literature with records of bottom invertebrates from the Faroese Economic 
Exclusive Zone. For a more complete comprehensive overview of benthic 
invertebrates in the Faroe Islands, readers are referred to these two references. 

Fjords are recognized as disproportionally important sites of carbon 
sequestration. Storing far greater amounts of organic carbon per unit area than 
most other marine environments (á Norði et al. 2018 and references therein). In 
general, the organic carbon content in the sediment in Faroese fjords and straits 
increases with bottom depth (á Norði et al. 2018, Mortensen et al. 2021), 
reflecting sediment focusing towards the deeper part of the basin. In 
Kaldbaksfjørður, the sediment accumulation rate in the deepest basin is around 
0.5 cm yr-1 and the organic carbon burial rate is ~120 g C m-2 yr-1, indicating more 
efficient sedimentation and carbon sequestration than is generally observed in 
other Nordic and Arctic fjords (á Norði et al. 2018). 

Oxygen in stagnant bottom water and climate: Skálafjørður 

Skálafjørður has a shallow sill at the mouth of about 25m depth, while the 
inner basin reaches depths of roughly 70m (Hansen 1990a). Stagnant bottom 
water develops every summer, when warming of the inflowing water isolates the 
deep basin and oxygen levels can become very low.  

Skálafjørður was originally a freshwater lake formed after deglaciation 
around 9300 BC and later became a marine sill fjord when the threshold was 
submerged ~6800 BC (Bennike 2010). Throughout its history, the fjord has been 
subjected to low bottom water oxygen, typical of restricted sill fjords (Roncaglia 
2004). During the mid Holocene climatic optimum (5600-700 BC), waters were 
warmer, nutrient-rich and highly productive. From about 700BC to AD260, 
conditions cooled while remaining nutrient-rich and productive. The roman 
warm period and early medieval time (AD 260-1090) brought a return of 
warmer, productive waters. After AD 1090, surface waters cooled and by AD 
1260-1430 both nutrient supply and productivity declined, while the fjord 
continued to show evidence of restricted bottom water ventilation.   

Since 1985 Havstovan has conducted annual surveys of the bottom water 
oxygen concentration in the fjord in late August, usually just before the expected 
destabilization of the stagnant bottom water (Fig. 2). The majority of the 
measurements show hypoxic conditions with oxygen concentrations below 
2mgl-1, while near anoxic conditions were observed in 2003 and 2006. 
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Figure 2. Oxygen concentration near the seabed in Ska lafjørður in late August. No 
measurements were conducted in 1995, 2004 and 2012. Data from Havstovan. 

 
The parameters affecting the oxygen concentration in the stagnant bottom 

water are, water column stratification, organic matter supply, seawater 
residence time and the oxygen consumption by benthic animals and bacteria in 
the seabed. There is a lot of human activity around the fjord. Fish farming which 
releases nutrients and organic matter to the fjord was active until ~2002. In 
1986-1987 it was estimated that around 25% of all the organic carbon input to 
the stagnant bottom water was from fish farming and other human activity 
(Hansen 1990b). No newer estimates are found. 

Climate change is expected to increase the risk of low oxygen concentrations 
through several factors. Increasing temperatures decrease the oxygen solubility 
in seawater, reducing the initial O2 content of the water, furthermore it increases 
microbial respiration, speeding up oxygen depletion. In addition, changed 
stratification and freshwater runoff also alter the oxygen availability.  

Long-term temperature monitoring of the mixed shelf water shows a 
temperature increase of about 0.8°C during the last 100 years (Fig. 3). The 
increase has however not been steady, with a notably steep rise from the 1990s 
to the early 2000s. 
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Figure 3. Mean annual temperature (grey) and 10-year rolling mean (red) in the 
mixed shelf water at Mykines (1914-1969) and Oyragjo gv (1991-2020). Data from 
Havstovan. https://envofar.fo/var/ftp/Timeseries/Coastal_temperature.txt. 

 
There is a linear relationship between the oxygen concentration measured in 

Skálafjørður in late August and the annual average sea water temperature in the 
mixed Faroe Shelf Water (Fig. 4), showing a potential effect of climate on the 
oxygen concentration in the stagnant bottom water in Skálafjørður. A 
generalized least squares (GLS) model with a first order autoregressive (AR(1)) 
correlation structure was fitted to account for temporal autocorrelation in the 
data. The analysis showed that oxygen concentration in the stagnant bottom 
water decreased 2.0mgl-1 for each 1°C increase in temperature (estimate = −1.99 
± 0.68 SE, p = 0.007). There was a weak positive autocorrelation (Φ = 0.22), 
indicating some interannual persistence in oxygen conditions despite annual 
winter mixing, potentially reflecting effects from biological processes such as 
organic matter accumulation and remineralization, as well as variability in 
benthic faunal communities following low-oxygen events. 
 

 

https://envofar.fo/var/ftp/Timeseries/Coastal_temperature.txt
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Figure 4. Relationship between annual averaged temperature in mixed shelf water 
(from fig. 3) and bottom water dissolved oxygen concentration in Ska lafjørður (from 
fig. 2). The observation from 2007 is excluded since the stagnant bottom water had 
been mixed prior to sampling. The stippled line shows the fitted relationship. 

Hydrography 

The central shelf of the Faroe Islands is separated from the open ocean by a 
persistent tidal front separating the shelf water fairly well from the offshore 
water. The retention of the central shelf water mass supports a neritic 
ecosystem, with distinct planktonic communities, benthic fauna, and fish stocks 
(ICES 2023). 

  

 

  
Figure 5. Estuarine or fresh water driven circulation in a sill fjord. Left is a well- 
mixed sill fjord during winter, and right is a sill fjord during summer with stagnant 
bottom water (Erenbjerg 2021).  
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On the shelf, tidal currents are strong in most straits and the water masses 
are mixed vertically, while the water masses are stratified in most fjords with 
estuarine driven circulation (Fig. 5) and influence from the Coriolis force 
deflecting the current to the right of its direction of motion (Fig. 6). 

The stratification in Faroese fjords is quite weak, with maximum vertical 
differences in temperature and salinity usually less than 1 PSU usually and less 
than 3°C (Hansen et al. 1990, Østerø et al. 2022). During winter, stratification is 
caused by freshwater runoff and in summer heating of the surface water adds to 
the stratification (Hansen et al. 1990, Østerø et al. 2022). In sill fjords the 
circulation is in two layers during winter, but in spring when the temperature of 
the inflowing layer exceeds the temperature in the deeper part of the fjord, the 
system changes to a three-layer circulation with outflowing water at the surface, 
inflowing water in the mid layer and stagnant water in the bottom layer (Fig. 5) 
(Hansen 1990b, Erenbjerg 2021, Østerø et al 2022). This type of circulation 
occurs between May and September. However, in Kaldbaksfjørður, the bottom 
layer often is periodically disrupted by wind forces (Østerø et al. 2022, Gaard et 
al. 2011). 

Generally, the bathymetry of Faroese fjords often differs from classic sill 
fjords. Instead of having a single pronounced outer sill with a deep inner basin, 
many Faroese fjords consist of multiple smaller basins separated by local 
thresholds.  In Hansen (1990b) two sill fjords are described. Skálafjørður with a 
shallow threshold at the mount (~30m) and two inner basins (maximum depth 
~70m), separated by a deeper threshold (~55m), and Kaldbaksfjørður with a 
deeper sill (~40m) and an inner basin with max depth of ~60m. Sundalagið is 
the strait separating the two largest islands Eysturoy and Streymoy. The 
northern part of Sundalagið, a strait with shallow sills at each end, has been 
characterized as the only known fjord-like strait, with its periodically fjord-like 
behaviour (Erenbjerg et al 2021). Wind can substantially influence the 
circulation, e.g. persistent winds inwards the fjord can reverse the waterflow for 
a limited amount of time, but in the long run, water masses flow out in the upper 
layer and inwards in the deeper layers (Østerø et al. 2022). In addition to wind 
and Coriolis, tidal currents also affect the circulation and water level to some 
degree. In the central Faroe Islands water level changes are quite small, while in 
the northern part of the Islands they can be as high as 1m and up to 2m in the 
north – western part of the islands (Erenbjerg et al. 2021). 
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Figure 6. Example on typical estuarine circulation in a fjord. All cross sections are 
plotted with identical axis limits, with depth ranging from 0–50 m.  Current speed 
ranges from 0 (white) to 1ms-1, where red denotes flow directed into the fjord and 
blue denotes flow out of the fjord, as illustrated in the right figure. For a higher 
resolution image see the original poster 
https://firum.fo/media/bghne4tr/fjardarak.pdf 

 
The weak stratification in the euphotic zone can be easily disrupted by wind, 

and Kaldbaksfjørður is a highly dynamic system where short-term wind events 
rapidly break down the stratification which quickly reestablishes (Gaard et al. 
2011). During the mixing events upwelling of nutrients occurs which can fuel 
phytoplankton production during summer. 

https://firum.fo/media/bghne4tr/fjardarak.pdf
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Phytoplankton 

Phytoplankton production in fjords starts as soon as the irradiation increases 
to an extent that the critical depth exceeds the depth of the mixed surface layer 
in late March – early April (Gaard et al. 2011, Østerø et al. 2022) and in 2006- 
2007 the depth integrated primary production fluctuated between 0.7 and 3.4g 
Cm-2 day-1 during the productive season (Gaard et al. 2011). Chlorophyll a 
concentration in the upper 12m is variable during summer. Typically, there is a 
spring bloom followed by a summer situation with lower Chl. a concentration, 
and low nutrient availability. However, due to the weak stratification there are 
pulses where nutrients are mixed into the surface layer boosting the primary 
production (Fig. 7). The phytoplankton community in Kaldbaksfjørður is often 
dominated by diatoms (Gaard et al. 2011, Østerø et al. 2022). 
 

 
Figure 7. Example of Chlorophyll a, and nitrate concentrations in a fjord (Station A 10 
in Østerø et al. 2022). 

 
The annual primary production in Kaldbaksfjørður was 335g Cm-2 in 2006-

2007, which is high compared to other fjords in the northern Northeast Atlantic 
where the annual production typically ranges between 110 and 180g Cm-2 
(Gaard et al. 2011).  Similar high primary production is also measured in 
Skálafjørður. In 1985 the annual primary production was 340g Cm-2 
(Vandkvalitetsinstituttet 1987).  

The sedimentation of organic carbon in Kaldbaksfjørður amounted to 37% of 
the annual production, with the highest sedimentation rates occurring in the 
spring bloom (á Norði et al. 2018). Only half of the sedimentated organic carbon 
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was mineralized while the other half was buried adding to evidence that fjords 
are important sites for carbon sequestration (á Norði et al. 2018).  

Zooplankton  

The effort to sample zooplankton in Faroese fjords has been scarce and to our 
knowledge there is no published literature. However, some samples were taken 
in the project AquaVitae, to investigate the abundance of bivalve larvae in 
Sørvágsfjørður. All the zooplankton were identified, and the data is available at 
https://mail.fiskaaling.fo/envofar/zooplankton. In addition, zooplankton has 
been sampled and identified in a study by Firum in Kaldbaksfjørður from mid-
2020 to mid-2021, but no results on zooplankton have yet been published from 
these two studies.  

In the following section some results from the studies are presented. Both in 
Sørvágsfjørður and Kaldbaksfjørður samples were collected by vertical hauls 
with a 150µm mesh plankton net. The samples in Kaldbaksfjørður were collected 
from 0 to 40m depth and the samples in Sørvágsfjørður were collected from 0 – 
20m depth. Samples were preserved in ethanol and in the laboratory subsamples 
were taken with a plankton splitter and organisms identified and enumerated 
under a microscope. The temporal resolution of the dataset is high, with plankton 
samples collected at approximately fortnigtly intervals. In Kaldbaksfjørður 
samples were collected in the fjord and in the sound outside the fjord, while 
samples were only collected in the fjord of Sørvágsfjørður (Fig. 8). 

 
 

https://mail.fiskaaling.fo/envofar/zooplankton
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Figure 8. Location of stations where zooplankton was investigated from April 2019 to 
September 2020 in Sørva gsfjørður (upper panel) and from March 2021 to May 2022 
in Kaldbaksfjørður (lower panel). 

 
In Sørvágsfjørður zooplankton was only sampled during the productive 

seasons of 2019 and 2020, so no information is available on winter 
concentrations. The zooplankton abundance was highest at the base of the fjord 
and decreased towards the mouth (Fig. 9). Copepods dominated the zooplankton 
community, but at the base of the fjord other holoplankton and meroplankton 
abundances contributed significantly to the zooplankton community during 
summer (Fig. 9).  
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Figure 9. Zooplankton abundance at the base of Sørva gsfjørður, in the middle of the 
fjord and at the outer area of the fjord during late spring, summer and early autumn 
2019 and 2020. The group copepods include nauplii.  

 
In Kaldbaksfjørður zooplankton collection covered 14 months including 

winter with low abundances from November to February at all stations (Fig. 10). 
In Kaldbaksfjørður the zooplankton community was dominated by copepods just 
like in Sørvágsfjørður, but the abundances did not change considerably between 
the inner and outer part of Kaldbaksfjørður. In the fjord other holoplankton than 
copepods and meroplankton contributed considerably to the zooplankton 
community, outnumbering the copepods at some sampling occasions. In the 
sound these groups contributed to the zooplankton community to a much lesser 
extent (Fig. 10).    

 
Figure 10. Zooplankton abundance at the inner and outer part of Kaldbaksfjørður 
and in the sound just outside the fjord. The group copepods includes nauplii.  
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The total zooplankton abundance was comparable in the two fjords, albeit it 

was higher at the base of Sørvágsfjørður than at the other fjord stations (Fig. 9 
and 10). The abundance in the fjords was relatively high compared to 
abundances on the central Faroe shelf (Jacobsen et al. 2018; Jacobsen et al. 
2020). Comparing the results from the three studies must, however, be done 
with caution since Jacobsen et al. (2018 and 2020) sampled from 50m depth to 
the surface with a 100µm mesh plankton net, while this study used a 150µm 
mesh net with sampling depth of 0-20m in Sørvágsfjørður and 0-40m in 
Kaldbaksfjørður. 

The holoplankton community composition was markedly different in the two 
fjords. In Sørvágsfjørður the neritic copepod Acartia spp. dominated the 
zooplankton community throughout the study period (Fig. 11). In 
Kaldbaksfjørður the holoplankton community was more mixed with Oithona spp. 
being the most abundant species from June to November (Fig 12). In April and 
May the group unidentified copepodids and nauplii were highly abundant, most 
of which was nauplii. In both fjords the Acartia spp. appeared earlier in the 
season than Temora spp. (Fig. 11 and 12). Holoplankton other than copepods 
also differed in the two fjords. In Sørvágsfjørður Evadne spp. represented the 
vast majority of other holoplankton, while in Kaldbaksfjørður Appendicularia 
was most abundant, with some contribution of Evadne spp. and Podon spp. 
Overall the holoplankton community in Sørvágsfjørður was more like the 
community in the sound outside Kaldbaksfjørður than within the fjord itself. 
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Figure 11. Abundance of holoplankton in Sørva gsfjørður in 2019 and 2020. The 
group “other copepods” include Calanus finmarcicus, Centropages, Harpacticoida, 
Metridia, Pseudocalanus and Paracalanus and the group other holoplankton includes 
Amphipods, Chaetognaths, Euphasiids, and the Cladocerans, Evadne and Podon. 
Unidentified copepods and nauplii mostly consist of nauplii with a contribution of 
early copepodite stages. 
 

 

 
Figure 12. Abundance of holoplankton in Kaldbaksfjørður in 2021 and 2022. The 
group other copepods includes Calanus finmarcicus, Centropages, Harpacticoida, 
Metridia, Pseudocalanus, Paracalanus, Microcalanus and Oncea. The group other 
holoplankton includes Amphipods, Chaetognaths, Euphasiids, Appendicularia, 
Evadne and Podon. Unidentified copepods and nauplii mostly consist of nauplii with a 
contribution of early copepodite stages. 
 

The meroplankton abundance was somewhat higher in Kaldbaksfjørður than 
in Sørvágsfjørður and the sound outside Kaldbaksfjørður (Fig. 13 and 14). Both 
fjords showed distinct seasonal patterns with peak abundances of Cirripedia 
nauplii and cypris stages in spring and highest abundance of bryozoa in August-
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September (Fig. 13 and 14). In both fjords, bivaliva larvae were highly abundant 
with pronounced peaks in abundances. Bivalvia were generally more abundant 
in Kaldbaksfjørður than in Sørvágsfjørður while Cirripedia was more abundant 
in Sørvágsfjørður than Kaldbaksfjørður.  

 

 
Figure 13. Abundance of meroplankton in Sørva gsfjørður in 2019 and 2020. The 
group Cirripedia includes nauplli and cypris although dominated by nauplii. The 
group Other includes Decapoda larvae, Echinodermata larvae, Gastropoda larvae and 
Polychaeta larvae. 
 

 

 
Figure 14. Abundance of meroplankton in Kaldbaksfjørður in 2021 and 2022. The 
group Cirripedia includes nauplli and cypris although dominated by nauplii. The 
group Other includes Decapoda larvae, Echinodermata larvae, Gastropoda larvae, 
Polychaeta larvae and others. 
 

Depth distribution of zooplankton has also been investigated at four stations 
in the outer area of Sørvágsfjørður in September 2019. Samples were taken to 
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get an overview of the depth distribution of sea lice, and in addition zooplankton 
was examined. All samples were taken in daylight with a 1600 l/min submersible 
pump, connected to a hose that sampled water at the described depths. The 
pump was further connected to a hose that ended in a diffuser whereafter the 
water was filtered through a 150µm mesh plankton net. Samples were preserved 
in ethanol and in the laboratory subsamples were taken with a plankton splitter 
and organisms identified and enumerated under a microscope. 
 

 
Figure 15. Zooplankton abundance at selected depths at various stations in 
Sørva gsfjørður. Each depth shows the average abundance in 8 samples. The group 
other copepods includes copepods and nauplii. Other holoplankton includes Evadne 
and Podon and the group Meroplankton includes Cirripedia nauplii and Gastropoda 
larvae. 

 
Similar to the samples taken vertically from 20m depth in the fjord Acartia 

spp. was most abundant followed by Temora spp. (Fig 12 and 15). The abundance 
of Acartia spp. decreased considerably with depth as it was more than three 
times higher at the surface than at 40m depth (Fig. 18). The other copepod 
species did not show consistent trends with depth. The abundance of Evadne spp. 
and Podon spp. peaked at 15m depth which also was the case for Meroplankton. 
In total the number of zooplankton was highest and relatively constant at 0-20m 
depth and decreased with depths beyond 20m. 
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Fish 

There are several fish species present in fjords in the Faroe Islands. However, 
research has traditionally focused on the open ocean and commercial fishery so 
the published literature is scarce. Recently there has however been increased 
focus on fish in fjords and especially the impact from fish farming on recruitment 
of saithe on commercial fisheries. Havstovan is currently working on a literature 
review on this, and a detailed overview on the current knowledge will be 
available soon. In the meantime, a brief and preliminary summary is provided 
below, based primarily on findings from a recent pilot study (Jacobsen et al. 
2025).  

During the first 0-2 years of their lifetime the commercial fisheries species 
cod and saithe are living close to the shore (Bertelsen 1942). Although there is 
little knowledge on these species during their first years as there are no stock 
surveys close to shore it is assumed that seaweed beds are important nursery 
habitats for these species (Jacobsen et al. 2025). A recent pilot study confirmed 
the importance of these habitats especially for 0-2 year old saithe (Fig. 16). They 
were more abundant during summer/autumn than in spring, and most abundant 
at the most sheltered sampling site, suggesting that saithe prefers low-exposure 
areas within macroalgal forests (Jacobsen et al. 2025). 

 
Figure 16. Total number of fish caught during the survey of fish connected to 
macroalgal forests in Kaldbaksfjørður 2022-2023. Samples were taken on 9 
occasions with bottom-set gillnets, floating gillnets and traps (Jacobsen et al. 2025). 
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