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PURPOSE

In recent years it has become more diffi-
cult to be a Faroese historian than it was
before. Old solutions of difficult and and
fundamental questions and problems in
our history may have been undermined so
as to make the historian less self-confident
than he was earlier.

However, in my opinion, this has not
been a destructive development. On the
contrary, this is an indication that there is
growth in research in our country, not only
in the dissipline of history, but also in re-
lated sciences, especially in archaeology
and natural sciences, in the connection
especially botany.

Research in our field is not only going
on in our new university, Frooskaparsetur
Fgroya, but also in institutions with which
we co-operate, especially the National
Museum, Fgroya Fornminnissavn, the
National Archives, Fgroya Landsskjala-
savn and the Museum of Natural History,
Fgroya Nattarugripasavn. Also we are in
close co-operation with Danish institutions
and scholars.

What I shall try to do in this paper is to
give only a broad outline of the research
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and discussion of one of the main themes,
perhaps the most interesting one, in our
history: The problems concerning the ear-
liest settlement in the Faroe Islands, giving
first my own presentation of the sources at
our disposal, divided up into different (and
simplified) categories, the general views of
historians, archaeologists and natural sci-
entists, stressing not only different views,
but also the different starting-points re-
sulting from different methods of work.

Finally, I shall make a try at a provisio-
nal conclusion as to the present state of
research in the field, by summing up what
to me seems inportant.

»The Irish Question«

It was only in the Romantic days of the
19th century that the Faroese began to try
to find roots that were not Faroese. It was
not enough just to be Faroese, members of
a small and historically insignificant
people, in the midst of their national awa-
kening. They had to find some other and
more exotic points of identification. Per-
haps everyday life over the centuries had
been too tedious — some »grandeur« was
necessary!
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In or about 825 A. D. an Irish Scholar,
learning and teaching at the court school
of Charlemagne at Aachen (Aix-la-Cha-
pelle) finished a learned compilation of the
most advanced knowledge of geography of
his time. Liber de mensura orbis terrae.
The only new knowledge he had to add
was the information of some obscure is-
lands situated in the ocean north of Brita-
in. They had been deserted (»deserta«)
since the beginning of the World. After
having described a country that must have
been Iceland he relates:

There are many other islands in the ocean north of
Britain which can be reached from the northern is-
lands of Britain in a direct voyage of two days and
nights with full sails filled with a continuously favo-
urable wind. A devout priest told me that in two
summer days and the intervening night he sailed in
a two-benched boat and entered one of them.

There is another set of small islands, nearly all
separated by narrow stretches of water; in these
for nearly a hundred years hermits sailing from our
country Scotia (Ireland) have lived. But just as
they were always deserted from the beginning of
the world, so now because of the Northern pirates
(»causa latronum Normannorum«) they are emp-
tied of anchorites, and filled with countless sheep
and very many diverse kinds of sea-birds. I have
never found these islands mentioned in [the books
of] the authorities (»in libris auctorum memo-
ratas«).!

These are the words of the learned
Dicuil who may have come from northern
Ireland or from northern Scotland.?

There are, however, other Irish sources
that can, if not prove, then make likely,
Dicuil’s statements. There exist also pre-
Dicuilian indications of Irish discoveries in
the ocean to the north of Scotland, making
at least likely that they had, as the first
seamen of the North, discovered the is-
lands which were later to become known

as the Faroe Islands, i.e.
islands.?

I shall try for a while to return to sources
and literature to make these indications if
not clear, then credible.

In a sensational lecture, at least for his
time, presented before a learned audience
in 1891, the German professor of Greifs-
wald, Heinrich Zimmer, gave his views
»Uber die frithesten Beriihrungen der Iren
mit den Nordgermanen«.* What is inter-
esting in his lengthy elucidation is that the
contact between »die Germanen«, in our
sense the Nordic peoples, with peoples not
only of Celtic/Gaelic descent, but also with
an amalgamation of peoples of Gaelic and
Pictish descent, began much earlier than
later historians have imagined. His state-
ments have been severely criticised, first
by Finnur Jonsson,’ later by F. T. Wain-
wright as »unsupported speculation«, hav-
ing confused »several subsequent wri-
ters«.6

It has been a commonplace in North At-
lantic history that the Irish — who other-
wise in no way were a seafaring people —
nevertheless developed a tradition for sail-
ing. One wonders whether most of the
voyages related, many of them totally leg-
endary and far from any believable reality
are not invented instruments, necessary to
illustrate sinful man’s search for Heaven
and Paradise. To concrete-thinking
Medieval man such Promised Lands must
have some geographical location in order
to give any meaning. Christian life as a
troublesome journey towards eternity sur-
vived the Middle Ages.

To what extent this legendary material
can be used as historical evidence has to be
carefully re-considered, especially in the

the sheep
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context dealt with here. Adamnan and
Brendan cannot be used as historical evi-
dence in any real sense, while Dicuil’s so-
ber information, without any religious mis-
sion, belongs to quite a different category
of historical sources.

On the other hand, according to early
Medieval historical sources, at least some
Irish became seafarers, not persuing the
golden things of this World, but peace and
solitude for the adoration of their Lord,
conceived as a physically existing pheno-
menon, and, perhaps also as results of
secular sentences, having to leave their
native lands and to find some other places
to live.”

So, was it piety or necessity — or was it
banal inquisitiveness — that called the
newly-christianised Irishmen to the sea? I
shall give no answer. But at least some of
them sailed. Heinrich Zimmer talks of
»ein Hang zum Anachoretenthum. Was
den egyptischen und syrischen Christen
die Wiiste war, das wird den Iren die See
um Irland«.8

Of course, the basic logical assumption
for Zimmer’s theory of pre-Viking con-
tacts between Norsemen and peoples of
Irish origin before the explosion of the
Viking expansion can be doubted. The
turning-point of his theory is the attack on
Eigg and Tory Island is recorded in the
Annals of Ulster, and credited to the
Christian Picts. To Zimmer the assailants
are not likely to have been Picts, who in no
way were in possession of a fleet of the size
described, and were not unknown to the
Irish. In Zimmer’s conception, such a
»Meerflotte« can hardly have been a Pict-
ish, but rather a Norwegian one, especially
as linguistic indications can, or must, be

interpreted that this fleet was »iibers Meer
gekommen«. To him a Pictish attack could
have been no surprise to the Irish, since
they had known them since the middle of
the 4th century, so that they had become
»vollkommen vertraut« to them. There-
fore, this shocking attack must have been
made by some other, unknown, people, in
this case obviously Scandinavians, or rath-
er Norsemen, thus proving, or at least
making likely a much earlier date of the
beginning of the Norse expansion than was
generally believed at his time.

Heinrich Zimmer mentions several inci-
dences from Irish sources which indicate
that Irish seafarers, also according to
Dicuilus, might have landed in the Faroe
Islands.® There can be little doubt that
sources which Dicuilus did not know can
contribute — even if everything cannot be
proved — to a story ranging in time farther
back than that of Dicuilus. Adamnan’s
Vita Sancti Columbae from the beginning
of the 7th century, mentioned in the great
work of the Venerable Bede, may make
this assumption likely,!0 although nothing
can be proved. And this specific Faroese
question is not a unique one in early Medi-
eval history.

On the other hand, all these possibilities
can be discussed as far as their historical
importance is concerned. Anchorites are
not supposed to produce new generations.
So, Irishmen, forsaking the pleasures or
the evils of this World of sin, cannot be
suspected of being the forefathers of the
people that eventually became the Faroese
nation! Consequently, an eventual Irish
settlement in the Faroe Islands can hardly
have left any marks upon our history. A
recognized Gaelic element in Medieval
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culture, especially manifest in the lang-
uage, must be considered to be of a later
date, and without any connection with the
»Imrama«, the voyages of devout Christi-
ans seeking solitude for contemplation
while awarting a better World in the sense
of eternity,!! or, searching for Paradise in
its physical, earthly, sense.

The presence in Faroese waters of Basq-
ue fishermen or whalers, at this point of
time, must left for further research.!?

Fareyinga Saga

Until recently traditional works on the ear-
ly history of the Faroe Islands have conn-
ected the first Norse settlement with King
Harald Fairfair’s seizure of power in the
last years of the 9th century. The main so-
urce for this supposition was Feareyinga
saga, written in Iceland, probably on the
basis of old oral tradition, at about 1220,
preserved and handed down to the present
as fragments of other sagas.!®* Fereyinga
saga relates nothing about any earlier Irish
settlement — as do, in the case of Iceland,
Islendingabok and Landndmabok.'

The main theme in Fereyinga saga is
not the question of the Faroese landndm,
but the efforts made by Norwegian kings
to extend their powers also to comprise
the Faroe Islands, practicing a talented di-
vide and rule policy among the families of
chiefs. But the saga mentions by name the
first man who settled in the islands, Grimr
Kamban — the first name significantly be-
ing of Norse, the second of Scottish-Gaelic
origin.!'s The fact that Landndmabdk co-
unts Grimr’s grandson among the first
colonists in Iceland spoils the chronology
of the saga — and the traditional Icelandic
casual relations at large.!6

Recent studies in the saga material have
made new interpretations possible and cre-
dible, thus eliminating all sure evidence of
simultaneous Norwegian settlements in
the Faroe Islands and Iceland.!?

It has been pointed out by Dr Olafur
Halldérsson, in his significant new edition
of Fereyinga saga, that this saga had been
preserved for a long time in oral tradition
before it was written down.!$ Neverthe-
less, there are so many correct references,
especially geographical terms, to the Faroe
Islands, that it must somehow have had a
Faroese background. Chronologically it
can date the coming of the first Faroese
Landnam-man back to about or a little
after 800. We are then in good harmony
with Dicuil’s dating of the coming of the
first Norse or Norwegian »invaders. Dr
Halldérsson’s well-founded choice of the
version of Olafs saga Tryggvasonar instead
of that of Flateyjarbok as the source about
the first settlement has thus eliminated a
logical historical vacuum, with allowances
to traditional inaccuracies in Medieval
historical chronology. So, from the point
of a historian, the coming of the Norsemen
can still be dated to about 800.

As in most, perhaps all, countries, what
might be called archaeological interest in
the 19th century began among persons,
amateurs, in the Age of Romanticism and
awakening nationalism.!” Perhaps things
were done from idealistic and nationalistic
inspiration that were better never done.?

Professional Faroese archaeology only
started in the early 1940’s by the late
Sverri Dahl.

By his research, especially at the villages
of Kvivik and Tjgrnuvik, archaeology mo-
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ved from myth to science.?! Sverri Dahl
was not only an excavator; his humanist
intellectual constitution made him also a
historian, and a man of culture in the bro-
adest sense of the term. With him Faroese
archaeology became professionalised,
even if he, in so many senses of the word,
was a self-made man. His intuition, his
talent, cannot be doubted.

From the beginning Sverri Dahl was in-
fluenced by A. W. Brggger,22 who fully
accepted Dicuil’s and Zimmer’s theories
when stating: »There can be no doubt that
Irish hermits had been in the Faroe Islands
before the Norsemen came.«® Also Dr
Jakob Jakobsen had already, perhaps
under the influence of Sophus and Alex-
ander Bugge,?* taken Zimmer as an un-
questionable authority when speaking of
»the famous celtologist, Professor Zimmer
in Germany«,? concluding from his philo-
logical reflection and by analogy (especi-
ally papa-words in Shetland and Iceland,
and historical sources, Dicuil and Icelandic
sagas) that a pre-Viking settlement in the
Faroe Islands was more than likely.26

In his dissertation Professor Christian
Matras was much more sceptical as to
Celtic-Gaelic linguistic influence than he
became later.?’

Thus, Sverri Dahl had many »authorit-
ies« to rely on, and this must make it diff-
icult for him to reject the possibility that
cross-slabs showing clear Celtic-Irish inf-
luence might be relics of a »Papa« period.
He also found some support among archa-
eologists?® and historians.?

After Sverri Dahl, and after him, others
continued the work, only to mention Arne
Thorsteinsson, Simun V. Arge, Knud

Krogh, Torben Diklev, Ditlev Mahler and
Steffen Stummann Hansen.30

Botany

Until recently natural sciences, such as bo-
tany, have not been regarded as historical
disciplines. Today, all historians and
archaeologists are fully aware of the sci-
entific interaction between the humanities
and natural sciences, if only in terms of
dating historical relics.

To me the problem is that we are not
able to control each other, perhaps the hi-
storians and the archaeologists to a certain
degree, from our own situation of work.
Historians and archaeologists are not cap-
able of being burglars into natural scienc-
es.

From a scientific point of view we are,
so far, lookers-on or listeners. Historians
and archaeologists. In the last resort, all
science is a question of common sense, not
of prejudice and fanaticism. So, we must
listen to all who can contribute to our
understanding of the past, particularity
concerning the problems in question. A
scholar can never feel too secure. His atti-
tude to his subject must be a humble one.

The Historians

Since the earlies editions of Dicuil’s work,
the first of them nearly two hundred years
ago,?! historians have put much confidence
in his account of the islands north of
Britain. As allued to earlier, his source of
information, the islands of which he gives
descriptions related to him by others as
»semper deserta« cannot be Shetland, can-
not be Iceland (which has a separate des-
cription); they can only be the Faroe Is-
lands. Consequently, since Dicuil first be-
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come known his work has constituted the
basis for historians in the question of the
first settlement in the Faroe Islands.

At least to me, as far as Dicuil is concer-
ned, all methodological instruments
should give the same result: We are con-
fronted with a reliable historical source.

I am fully convinced that the statements
of Dicuil are reliable. His compilation of
the highest knowledge of traditional geo-
graphy, his personal addition about the is-
lands to the north of Britain, especially of
those which must be the Faroe Islands, is
original information which he, who ot-
herwise only refers to established authori-
ties, has never seen or heard of amidst
»authorities«.32

When we remember that Dicuil wrote
his work, far from his native lands, per-
haps after 30 years of voluntary physical
and intellectual exile,3 there should be no
insuperable discrepancy as to the chrono-
logy. It must be important that in the Bi-
bliothéque Nationale in Paris the oldest
preserved version can be dated back to
about 845, i.e. not very many years after
the death of Dicuil. The fate of other man-
uscripts are to be found elsewhere.3

The Archaeologists

I have chosen to put Sverri Dahl under this
headline, having already presented him to
history, because he was as much a histori-
an as an archaelogist.

Sverri Dahl was a devout believer in an
early Irish settlement and used the term
»Papa Age« (Papatid) in his historical
periodisation about the »time« that to him,
at least in 1968, preceeded the Norse
settlement, even if he had never found any
concrete evidence of Irish settlement in

the Faroe Islands.? Nor have his younger
successors succeeded. The Icelanders have
faced the same problem. We meet here
the classical problem of »e silentio« — evi-
dence, not in its historical, but in its arc-
haeological sense.

In his work as an archaeologist Sverri
Dahl tried to unite the results of archaeo-
logical research with historical evidence
and more visionary concepts or beliefs in
a pre-Viking Irish settlement.3 This »
Holy Historical Trinity« was an intellectu-
al reality to him, even if not objectively
proven.

Gravestones with engraved »sun-cros-
ses«, showing Irish features, found at the
village of Skuvoy, where, according to
Fereyinga saga, the first Christian church
was built and the first Christians buried; or
mystical cornfields (»akrar«) on the island
of Mykines (and in some other remote
places in the islands), to him offering some
resemblance with Irish phenomena, more
than indicated to him a pre-Viking Irish
settlement, as related by Dicuil. As will be
known, the next generation of archaeo-
logists are far from convinced in his opti-
mistic view of historical interpretation.
The most cautious and sceptical response
so far has been made by Simun V. Arge,
stating the archaeological fact that human
settlement cannot be proven farther back
than the middle of the 10th century, thus
being close to old Icelandic tradition,?” and
Arne Thorsteinsson in various articles.38

Dicuil may not be a problem for the
archaeologists since they have not been
able to find any settlement confirming his
story. From his excavation of the stately
Viking Age farm at Leirvik (Toftanes)
Steffen Stummann Hansen has drawn the
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prelimiary conclusion that he has reached
as far back as to 900, or perhaps some
years before the turn of the century.3

The »a@rgi« (shielings) excavated by Dit-
lev Mahler at Eidisvatn have been dated to
traditional Viking Age and early Middle
Ages. ¥

Knud Krogh’s excavation of the six
churches of Sandur relates logically to
Christian times, and can hardly contribute
to the problem: the first settlement in the
Faroe Islands, as churches are Christian
institutions. 4!

So, the archaeologists can, at most, go
back to about 900 as to the earliest settle-
ment. They are not able to fill the gap
back to Dicuil. Consequently, to them
what I have called the »Irish Question«
has not yet gained any importance.

The Botanist(s)

The peaceful two-fronted academic war
between historians and archaeologists was
disturhed some years ago when a third
intruder entered the field: The natural
scientist, embodied in the botanist. This
represents the necessary interaction be-
tween disciplines formerly entirely separ-
ated, but now interdisciplinarily depen-
dent.

During the 1970’s the Faroese botanist
Jéhannes Jéhansen carried out his pio-
neering research in pollen-analyses in the
Faroe Islands. In brief his main thesis was
that at about 600-650 A.D. oats had been
cultivated. As corn-plants cannot grow
wild (in other words are cultivated plants)
in the islands, this presuppose the exist-
ence of human beings. For him it was nat-
ural to refer to Dicuil’s account, according
to which Irish anchorites might have been

in the islands as early as about 700.42 Fifty
or one hundred years do not spoil any ear-
ly medieval chronology.

In reality this was a revolutionary the-
ory, disturbing even the old gap between
history and archaeology: the vacuum of
one hundred, or perhaps two hundred,
years.

Dr Joéhannes Johansen’s dissertation
made the scepticism of archaeologists.
Also the presumption — in accordance
with the Sverri Dahl and P. V. Glob intui-
tive tradition — that the fields on Mykines
might be relics of an Irish pre-Viking sett-
lement were met with scientific resistance
among archaeologists as they had found no
evidence that confirmed the »methology«
of any Irish inhabilation.*?

But in this context it must be interesting
that Dr Jéhansen in his research in Shet-
land was able to unite the results of his
own studies in vegetational history with
accepted archaeological and historical
facts.44

Still more »alarming« is an article by Dr
Johansen in the Faroese scientific journal,
»Fréoskaparrit« in asserting that his de-
monstration of the presence of the plant
Plantago lanceolata in the Faroe Islands as
early as about 2300 B.C., according to a
generally accepted theory, not only indi-
cates, but rather makes likely the inhabit-
ation of human beings.%

It is important to note that Dr Jéhansen
is always wary to give historical explana-
tions. He sticks to his own subject, and his
hints to history and archaeology are only
allusions to the origin of these early pre-
Vikings settlers.46

Having stated an »Irish« settlement ear-
ly in the 7th century, he finds some kind
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of a change at about 950, reflected in a
shift from the cultivation of oats to the
cultivation of barley. To him this fact
might indicate a shift from Norse-Irish to
Norwegian settlement, even if this change
may have taken place over a time.¥

In my opinion, this theory is not quite
satisfactory to explain the »gap« between
a supposed early Irish and a later Norse
settlement — at least only if we accept an
idea of two Norse »LLandnams«, one from
the south at about 800 and one direct from
Norway at about 900, possibly connected
with king Harald Hairfair’s seizure of po-
wer, sustained bu the Icelandic tradition
and Faroese archaeological research. The
»Dicuilian« Norsemen should then have
carried on the already existing cultivation
of oats, while barley was introduced by
their Norwegian kinsmen 100 or 150 years
later.*® But the question arises: Were two
Norse Landnams possible in this small
country? Could there have been space for
a massive new colonization more than one
hundred years after the first one? Hadn’t
the first settlers already divided the land
among themselves over this span of three
or four generations when the effect of in-
heritance must have been an active social
force in the Faroese community?

So, temporarily leaving out of account
the possibilities of a Stone Age settlement,
it still remains to connect or to disconnect
there hypothetical phases of Landnam in
the Faroe Islands: one »Irish anchorite«
phase, one »Dicuilian« phase and one
period of change to permanent Norse sett-
lement.

At least natural science has provoked
much interesting and inspiring disturbance
in the study of Faroese history.

Philology and Philologists

I have deliberately chosen to put subject
and scholars under the same item, finding
it necessary not to leave out this field of
science, but at the same time stressing that
it has not very much to say about the ques-
tion dealt with here: the dating of the first
settlement. But, as a matter of fact, the
philologists were the first to touch upon
early Irish-Faroese relations.

In his studies Dr Jakob Jakobsen poin-
ted out that several placenames in the
Faroe Islands were of Gaelic origin.* Pro-
fessor Christian Matras continued his
Work, widening the spectrum also to lang-
uage elements other than place-names. On
the islands of Mykines he maintained to
have found an interesting place-name,
»Korkadalur«, meaning the »oats vall-
ey«, thus linking together Sverri Dahl’s ass-
umption concerning the fields and Dr Jo-
hansen’s pollen analyses. (The Gaelic ori-
gin of the word »korki« and the meaning
of the word had already been observed by
Dr Jakobsen, but not in Matras’ interpre-
tation.®’) Christian Matras also pointed
out that the first part of two place-names,
»Papurshalsur« and »Papargkur« might re-
late to an early Irish settlement.5! But that
such locations shuld have been the remote
abodes of distressed Irish hermits has been
questioned by Simun V. Arge.5? And from
pure logic it can hardly be possible that in-
vading Norsemen should have adopted
place-names from the enemies they had
either killed or driven away. Gaelic cultur-
al, also linguistic, influence after the perm-
anent Norse settlement has been proven
by irrefutable evidence.
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A Modest Attempt at a Conclusion

It this article I have tried to touch upon
some of the main problems concerning the
earliest settlement in the Faroe Islands.
What has been tried, in broad outline, is
not to point out solutions, but to present
the stage of research today.?3 One may ask
if there exists any stage at all, or rather a
state of confusion, with so many parties in-
volved and with so many gaps in our
knowledge. At least, no final synthesis is
possible.

But many questions must naturally be
asked. For elample: How could it be that
human beings had been living in Shetland
for almost 5000 years before the Faroe Is-
lands were discovered? It must be accept-
ed as a matter of fact that they were
known by people in »Scotia« early in the
8th century. Can it be possible that the
Norse expansion to the West, beginning
shortly before 800 should have been 100 or
150 years »old« when Norse people settled
in the islands, considering their geographi-
cal position. Only the future can tell us if
it will be possible to bridge the gaps, by
means of the results of archaeological
research, back to Dicuil, and eventually
from him to early settlers — not to speak
of those still more obscure peoples that
might have visited our islands about four
thousand years ago.

Some of the answers may be slumbering
in the patient earth, and may some day be
given a voice — either as a result of
research, or by mere accident.
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Kgbenhavn 1875. Facsimile edition Toérshavn
1985. Introduction by Hans J. Debes.

Sverri Dahl: Fortidsminder. Trap Danmark. Fer-
gerne. Kgbenhavn 1968, pp. 188-192.

Sverri Dahl: Fornar toftir i Kvivik. Vardin 29,
1951, pp. 65-96.

— (with J6éannes Rasmussen): Vikingaaldargrev i
Tjernuvik. Frooskaparrit 5. bok, 1956, pp. 153-
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— Fornminni. Fgroyar 1. Keypmannahavn 1958, pp.
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A. W. Brogger: Hvussu Fgroyar vorou bygdar.
Inngongd til lggtingssggu Fgroya. Torshavn 1937.
Op. cit., p. 26.

Op. cit., p. 28. Cf. A. Bugge: Vesterlandenes Ind-
flydelse paa Nordboernes og sarlig Nordmande-
nes ydre Kultur, Leves®t og Samfundsforhold i
Vikingetiden. Christiania 1905, pp. 353-359.

J. Jakobsen: Keltisk Indflydelse paa Fzrgerne.
Tingakrossur, January 1902. Reprinted in Jakob
Jakobsen: Greinir og ritgerdir. Ed. John David-
sen. Introduction by Chr. Matras. Térshavn 1957,
P

Op. cit. pp. 72-80.

Chr. Matras, cf. note 49.

C. A. R. Radford: Art and Archetecture. Celtic
and Norse. i: The Northern Isles. Ed. F. T. Wain-
right. Edinburgh 1962, pp. 163-188. Cf. P. M. C.
Kermode: Notes on Early Cross-Slabs from the
Faeroe Islands. Proceedings of the Society of Anti-
quaries of Scotland. Edinburgh 1930-1931, Vol.
LXV, pp. 373-379. Cf. Brggger, Op. cit., p. 197.
J. Steining: S¢gan .i eldri tid. Fgroyar 1. Keyp-
mannahavn 1958, pp. 169-170. Gwyn Jones: The
Vikings. New York and Toronto 1968, p. 270.
Jon Johannesson: Islands historie i mellomalderen.
Oslo. Bergen. Tromsg 1969, pp. 5-6.

Jakob Benediktsson: Fundur fslands, pp. 155-157,
and Sigurdur Lindal: Upphaf kristni og kirkju, pp.
231-233, both in Saga fslands 1. Reykjavik 1974.
Einar Laxness: »Papar« in Alfredi Menningar-
sj60s. Islandssaga. Reykjavik 1977, p. 83.
Hermann Palsson: Minningar um papa. Saga 1965.
Kristjan Eldjarn: Papey. Fornleifarannséknir 1967-
1981. Gudrin Sveinbjarnardottir bjéo til prentunar
og samdi vidauka. Saga 1989. Margrét Hermanns-
Audardéttir: Islands tidiga bosittning. Studia Arc-
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haeologica Universitatis Umensis 1989. Sveinbjorn
Rafnsson: Byggd 4 [slandi 4 7. og 8. 61d. Um dokt-
orsritgerd Margrétar Hermanns-Audardottir.

R. T. Farrell (ed.): The Vikings and North Ame-
rica. The Vikings. London, Chichester 1982, pp.
220-223. - P. Foote and D. G. Wilson: The Viking
Achievement. London 1970, pp. xv, xix, Xxii, Xxvi,
52-53.

Haraldur Olafsson: fslendsk pjédmenning 1.
Reykjavik 1987, pp. 69-78.

Fr. Paasche: Landet med de morke skipene. Oslo
1938, pp. 25-28, 48, 287-291.

Cf. subsequent notes.

Tierney, Dublin 1967 - Walckenaer, Paris 1807 -
Letronne, Paris 1814 - Parthey, Berlin 1870. - F.
C. Dahlmann: Danmarks Historie indtil Reforma-
tionen, vol. 2. Copenhagen 1841, pp. 136-139.
Tierney, op. cit. pp. 75-77.

Op. cit., pp. 11-17.

Op. cit. pp. 37-40. (Cf. Parisinus, Bibl. Nat. Lat.
4806; Dresdensis, Siachsische Landesbibliothek D¢
182, saec. IX ex. or x in; Codex Spirensis).

Sverri Dahl: Cf. note 20.

— The Norse Settlement of the Faroe Islands.
Medieval Archaeology. Vol. 14, 1970.

Hans J. Debes: Fgroya sgga 1. Térshavn 1990, pp.
55-113.

— The Faroe Islands. Norsemen (MS). Contri-
bution to the Encyclopedia of Scandinavia
in the Middle Ages. University of Wiscoun-
sin. Ed. Ph. Pulsiano, Villanova University.
In course of publication.

Cf. notes 33-44.
Simun V. Arge: Landnamet pa Faergerne. Arhus
1986, pp. 32-34.

— Om landnamet pa Fargerne. Beretning fra
det sjette tvarfaglige vikingesymposium.
Kgbenhavns Universitet 1987, pp. 11-25.

— Om landnamet pa Fergerne. Hikuin 15, pp.
103-128.

— On the landnam in the Faroe Islands. Paper
delivered to the 11th Viking Congress, 1989.

Arne Thorsteinsson: Forn buseting i Fgroyum.
Fréoskaparrit, 26. bok, 1976, pp. 54-80.

— On the Development of Faroese Settle-
ments. Proceedings from the Eighth Viking
Congress. Arhus 1977. Odense 1981, pp.
189-202.

Steffen Stummann Hansen: Personal Information.

— MS sent to the author August 1988.

— Leirvik var vid fra byrjanini. Dimmaleatting
nr. 81, 1985.
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— (with A. C. Larsen) Toftanes. Mondul 1986.
Toftanes - en fergsk landnamsgard fra 9.-
10. arhundrede. (MS sent to the author).

— The Norse Landnam in the Faroe Islands in
the Light of Recent Excavations at Tofta-
nes, Leirvik. Paper delivered to the 11th
Viking Congress 1989.

Ditlev Mahler: Zrgi undir brekkuni. Mondul
1986, nr. 3, pp. 6-17.

— Shielings and their role in the Viking Age
Economy - New Evidence from the Faroe
Islands. Paper delivered to the 11th Viking
Congress 1989.

Knud Krogh: Seks kirkjur heima a Sandi. Mondul
1986, ur. 2, pp. 21-54.

Johannes Johansen: Studies i the vegetational hi
story of the Faroe and Shetland Islands. Térshavn
1985.

Knud Krogh: Um Fgroya elstu baseting. Mondul
1986, nr. 1, pp. 3-6. Cf. Simun V. Arge in the Far-
oese newspaper Dimmalztting Nov. 14th, 1989.
Cf. Torben Diklev: Ilska og gska. Mondul 1981,
nr. 1, pp. 14-25 (about his excavation of a Viking
Age farmstead at Sandur).

Jéhannes Johansen: Op. cit., pp. 61-88.

Jéhannes Johansen: Joansgkugras (Plantago lanc-
eolata) og forn buseting i Fgroyum. Frodskaparrit
34.-35. bok 1989, pp. 68-75.

Jéhannes Johansen: Studies in the vegetational
history...., p. 58. — Fréoskaparrit 1989, p. 74.
Johannes Johansen: Ibid. - The possibility of two
Landnams had previously been postulated by Fr.
Paasche: Landet med de mgrke skipene. Oslo
1938, p. 290

Johannes Johansen: Studies in the vegetational
history...., pp. 48-60.

Jakob Jakobsen: Keltisk Indflydelse paa Ferger-
ne, cf. note 25.

— Strejflys over Fargernes Stednavne. Nor-
disk Tidsskrift for Filologi III. Kgbenhavn
1909. Reprinted Térshavn 1957, cf. note 25.

. Jakob Jakobsen: Strejflys...., 1909, p. 94 (in the

1957 edition).
Chr. Matras: Stednavne paa de fergske Norouroy-
ar. Kgbenhavn 1932.
— Papyli i Fgroyum. Vardin 14, 1934, pp. 185-
187.
— Gammelfergsk @rgi. Namn och Bygd 44.
Uppsala 1956, 1-4, pp. 51-67.
— Atlantssidir - Atlantsord. Frodskaparrit 7.
Bok 1958, pp. 73-102.
— Fgroyanavnid eina ferd enn. Frodskaparrit

8. Bok 1959, pp. 39-56.

— Irsk ord i fgroyskum. Almanakki 1965. Kg-
benhavn 1966, pp. 22-32. Urval nr. 3, 1966,
pp- 121-139.

— Korkadalur. Frodskaparrit 28.-29. Bok
1981. Heioursrit til Sverra Dahl. Pp. 78-80.

— Fargerne/Ferpgsk  sprog.  Kulturhistorisk
leksikon for nordisk middelalder 5, 1981,
pp. 78-84.

52. Sverri Dahl: Um @rgistadir og @rgitoftir. Froo-
skaparrit 18. Bok 1970, pp. 361-368.

53. Simun V. Arge: Det fargske landnam, pp. 9-10.
Om landnamet pa Fargerne, pp. 13-14. Cf. note
37.

54. Andras Solstein: Trupulleikar vidvikjandi ti fyrstu
busetingini i Fgroyum. Paper (MS) submitted to
Exam. Art. degree in History at Frodskaparsetur
Fgroya 1987.

55. Hans J. Debes: Fgroya sgga I (1990), cf. notes 9,
17, 35.

Samandrattur

Hesi seinnu arini hevur grédur verid i for-
oyskum sgguvisindum og i visindagrein-
um, sum kunnu hava samband vid sggu-
gransking, so sum fornfrgoi, malfrgdi og
nattirufrgdi, serliga plantufrgoi.

Henda framgongd hevur hjalpt til at
koma gomlum og nyggjum ivaspurningum
nazrri. Bedi gamalt og nytt heimildartilfar
ma metast av nyggjum. Vist verdur til

heimildir i fétnotunum.
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Nyggj granskingarurslit hava gjgrt, at
gamlir sannleikar ikki allir eru so tryggir
og vissir longur. Komu t.d. menniskju til
Fgroya um 2300 f. Kr., um 600 e. Kr., um
700, 800, um 900 ella seinni? At koma hes-
um spurningi narri er avgerandi fyri at faa
at vita a leid nar sgga feroyinga byrjadi.

Greinin, sum upprunaliga i ¢orum og
styttri liki vard lggd fram a 11. Vikinga-
fundinum i Caithness og Orknoyum i 1989,

Hans Jacob Debes
Trooskaparsetur Fgroya
Seguvisindadeildin
Dvgrgastigi 1

FR-100 Térshavn

er ein roynd at vidgera og samanfata
granskingina av hesum grundspurningi {
Fgroya sggu.

[ hesi grein, sum mest er at rokna sum
eitt granskingaryvirlit — t6 vi0 sjalvstgdug-
um nidurstpdum — verdur granskingin av
spurninginum um Fgroya elstu buseting
viogjgrd ut fra nyggjum sjonarhornum,
samstundis sum gjgrt verdur vart vid sjon-
armid hesum grundspurningi vidvikjandi.




